
gradually,” he adds.“If we are a bit
conservative when it comes to new
equipment, it is because we want
to be sure that it works the way it
should before we invest in it.”
“Better working procedures have
also led to a considerable improve-
ment in safety,” says Knardal,
pointing, for example, to the fact
that prior to any anchor-handling
operation, all those taking part get
together and assess what the job
involves. They also carry out a 
thorough risk assessment.

According to Knardal, the new
vessels being built by the company
are being fitted out with the best
equipment on the market. If a
vessel is intended for particular
tasks, the oil companies that charter
it normally make that a require-
ment. Everyone has a strong focus
on crew safety, and will do every-
thing in their power to prevent 
accidents from happening.
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or us, this has been a gradual 
process in which we have wanted

primarily to improve our existing
equipment,” says Ottar Antonsen,
Sales Manager.“We don’t think it is
possible to get the crew completely
off the deck over night, but we do feel
that we can make improvements
gradually, so that in the future the
deck can be a safer workplace than
it is today.”

Among other things, Rolls-Royce has
developed new types of tow pins and
shark jaws for use in anchor-handling
and towing operations. These lock the
chains and wires. Today, the crew have
to enter the hazard area to do the job
manually. The aim of the improve-
ment is to get people out of the
danger zones.

Pennant-wire coiler
Another innovation currently being
developed by Rolls-Royce is a
pennant-wire coiler. Pennant-wires are
brought on board in large coils. When
the wires are uncoiled and put over
the stern, lose ends can easily ricochet
back at the crew.
“We are making a motorised coiling
machine which will be permanently
fitted on board the vessel, and a
simpler version without a motor,”
explains Antonsen. The largest version
will probably be best suited for
installation while ships are still under
construction.
Rolls-Royce is also investigating how
to increase the use of remote controls
for its various winch systems. Wireless
control means that crew members
can stand in a safe area instead of
being exposed on the deck itself
when the winches are in operation.
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he next job offshore could be 
anchor-handling. The tension

peaks when the anchor, weighing in 
at several tonnes, tips over the stern
roller and lands on the deck. It is best
to be well out of the way if a wire
should break or loose parts from the
anchor come flying over the deck.
It is all in a day’s work for the crews 
on board these seagoing workhorses
in the North Sea or more southerly
waters. Safety comes first, both for
shipowners and operators, but the
deck of an offshore vessel is never-
theless a hazardous workplace.

Fatal accidents
Vegard Knardal, crew and quality
manager at Olympic Shipping AS in
Fosnavåg, is thankful that his company
has not had any serious accidents
resulting from operations requiring
crew members on deck. Other ship-
ping companies have experienced
both serious and even fatal accidents
in connection with deck operations.
All the companies that operate off-
shore vessels have one thing in com-
mon; safety is always priority number
one. Nevertheless, there is always
room for improvement.
“We constantly emphasise the fact

that we don’t take shortcuts that
could compromise the safety of the
crew,” says Knardal.“We would rather
take a few hours longer on a job
instead of doing it in a way that
increases the safety risk. This is also 
the attitude of our customers. Safety
comes before production.”

Vegard Knardal and his colleagues
naturally have their ships’ crews in
mind when they think about safety.
But their customers, primarily the large
oil companies, also have stringent
safety standards.“When they charter 
a vessel, they look at the shipowners’
accident record, and they are also very
specific about to how the operations
should be undertaken and what kind
of routines we should have,” Knardal
explains. If the shipowners do not
have sufficient focus on safety, they
are simply not given the contract.

Conservative
Knardal says that Olympic Shipping is
very keen on all measures that provide
as much protection as possible for
crew members who are undertaking
hazardous operations on board.“But
we also feel that the installation of
new equipment must be done

New equipment
improves safety 

T

The risks associated with having crew members on
deck during various operations has prompted Rolls-
Royce to look at how new and improved equipment
can be used to make different tasks safer to carry out.

F 

Pennant-wire coiler systems from 
Rolls-Royce. The large, motorised 
version at the top, and the some- 
what simpler version below.

Safety is always the number one priority
for the operators of offshore vessels, says
crew and quality manager Vegard Knardal
at Olympic Shipping.

... Keeping crews out of harm’s way

Read more about safety on deck in the article ”Next generation 
supply vessels” on page 9.


